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TRANSACTIONS OF THE SOCIETY FOR 1872. 



Regular monthly meeting of the American Geographical 
Society, Cooper Institute, New York, February 20th, 
1872. Fbanois a. Stout, ESc[., one of the vice-presi- 
dents, presided. 

On motion of Mr. Remsen the reading of the minutes 
of the annual meeting, January 30th, 1872, was postponed. 

Gen. Geo. W. CuUum, on behalf of the Council, 
reported the names of the following candidates as having 
been recommended for election as 

Resident Members — Mayer Stern, David C. Blodgett, 
George Gibbs, F. William Meyer, Admiral S. W. Godon, 
U. S. N., Geo. P. Wetmore, Walston H. Brown, Edward 
K. Alburtis, Arthur W. Tyler, Israel Corse, Z. B. Tower, 
U. S. A., E. Judson Hawley, H. L. Kendrick, U. S. A., 
Wm. B. Hoffman, James W. Gerard, Jr., James Bryce ; 
and as 

Life Members — John W. Hamersly, Stephen C. Wil- 
liams, William B. Wetmore. 

No ballot being called for, on motion they wero declared 
duly elected members of the Society. 

Mr. Remsen, in the» absence of the treasurer, Henry 
Clews, reported a cash balance in the- treasury of $147.67. 

Mr. Elial F. Hall, the librarian, reported that during 
the past month 190 accessions had been made to the 
library and map-room. 

On motion both reports were accepted and ordered to 
be placed on file. 

The president then read a letter which had been 
addressed to him by the Rev. B. F. De Costa, inclosing 
the MS. copy of a map by Alfonso, made in 1646. 
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On motion the letter was referred to the recording sec- 
retary to be filed. 

The president then introduced to the Society Prof. 
William Newcomb, of Cornell University, Ithaca, who 
read a paper on "Hispaniola: its Past, Present, and 
Future." 

After the conclusion of the paper, and on motion of 
Judge Kirkland, seconded by Mr. Hall, the thanks of the 
Society were presented to Prof. Newcomb for his inter- 
esting and instructive paper, and a copy of it requested 
for publication in the Journal. 

On motion the meeting then adjourned. 

Regular monthly meeting of the American Geographical 
Society, Cooper Institute, New York, March 19th, 1872. 
In the absence of the president, Chief-Justice Charles P. 
Daly, Professor Theodore W. Dwight, LL. D., presided. 

The minutes of the last annual meeting, January 30th, 
and of the regular monthly meeting, February 20th, 1872, 
were read and approved. 

Mr. Stout, on behalf of the Council, reported the names 
of the following candidates as having been approved for 
election as 

Resident Members — J. H. Van Alen, Jacob Welles, 
Bernard Roelker, Thomas Rigney, Albert Klamroth, and 
James R. Trueheart ; as 

Life Members — Edward Matthews and James J. Van 
Alen ; and as a 

Corresponding Member — By Mr. Francis A. Stout — 
Prof. Herrmann von Schlagintweit SakUnlUnski, Presi- 
dent of the Geographical Society in Munich. 

By Chief-Justice Charles P. Daly, as a corresponding 
member, Charles Van Benthuysen, Albany, N. Y. 

No ballot being called for, on motion these gentlemen 
were declared duly elected members of the Society. 

Mr. Moore, on behalf of the treasurer, Mr. Henry Clews, 
reported a cash balance in the treasury of $849.49. 
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Mr. Elial F. Hall, the librarian, reported that during 
the past month 313 accessions had been made to the 
library and map-room by purchase and donation. 

The recording secretary reported that he had received 
letters from President Negri, Prof. Hawkes and Mr. 
Thomas E. Davis, in Rome, all evincing the liveliest 
interest in the welfare and prosperity of the Society. 

On motion these various reports were accepted and 
ordered to be placed on file. 

Mr. Francis A. Stout, one of the vice-presidents, 
then offered the follo\*ing preambles and resolution, to 
wit: 

Whereas, During the last year there has been established in 
Munich, in Bavaria, a Geographical Society containing 500 mem- 
bers, and having for honorary president His Majesty the King ; 
and 

Whereas, The said Society has transmitted its Journal and 
Transactions, and expresses a desire for close correspondence and 
reciprocal exchange; be it 

Besolved, That this Society welcomes to the study and the 
diffusion of geographical science its younger sister of Municli; 
and, congratulating her upon a beginning unusually prosperous 
and energetic, begs to send the expression of the warm sympathies 
it elicits in our midst, and to assure her that any and all services 
which this Society can render the geographers of Munich are 
freely and frankly proffered. 

Which resolution, after having been seconded by Mr. 
Remsen, was unanimously adopted. 

The president then introduced to the Society the Rev. 
Mytton Maury, who read a paper on "Martin Behaim's 
G^lobe and its Influence upon Geographical Science." 

After the conclusion of the paper. Col. T. Bailey Myers 
submitted the following remarks : 

Me. President, — If the object of our Society is to foster 
exploration and to garner the results of scientific research; if we 
are watching, even now, with interest, the progress of the fear- 
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less little band who were with us here a few months since, on the 
eve of the departure to grapple, amidst the icebergs, the pi-ac- 
ticability of the problem of a North-west Passage, — it is but 
natural that we should be deeply interested in such particulars 
as have been afforded us, this evening, of the appliances, motives, 
and surroundings of the men who contemplated a western pass- 
age to India four centuries ago. The address to which we have 
listened this evening has been delivered by one whose name is 
not unfamiliar in scientific cii-cles or amongst students, and 
whose labors, in his professional sphere, have been appreciated 
by many who have listened to him to-night, and who can now 
bear witness how gracefully he can unite the labors of the pastor 
with those of the scholar. In following him through his inter- 
esting details of the researches and the explorations of Martin 
Behaim, we cannot but appreciate anew our debt of gratitude to 
the men who performed the thankless task of developing the 
appliances and conceiving and propaganding the explorations by 
which others were enabled to execute the voyages which finally 
culminated in the acquisition of a world, and conferred imper- 
ishable glory on their names. The application of the astrolabe, 
and the abandoning of the time-honored route of exploration, 
along the African coast, for steering a bold course westward in 
pursuit of Cathay and fabled lands as yet unexplored, resulted 
in the addition of a continent, in the greatness and progress of 
which the Old World, while admitting a sister in the family of 
nations in the present, is already looking for a rival in intelligence, 
wealth, and progress. Whether to Toscanelli, to Behaim, or to 
Columbus we are indebted for this bold departure from the 
beaten path of exploration, it has been instructive to hear their 
relative actions recalled, where each is worthy of our gratitude, 
and participated in a course producing so brilliant a result. We 
appreciate the value of the discovery of the mariner's compass 
more fully when we have recalled to us the faults which rendei-ed 
the astrolabe of so little value when it did not please the stars 
to shine, or the sea to be still; and we sympathize with the men 
who rose superior to the temptations which their surroundings 
and vocations in life held out to them to devote their entire atten- 
tion to their daily duties, and what was then, as now, popularly 
considei-ed the greatest achievement, — the acquisition of money, — 
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but who consecrated a portion of their time and earnings to studies 
and experiments tending to the increase of the area of the world, 
as then known, and the benefit of its inhabitants. To these men 
their posterity, in reaping the advantages of their labors, is 
singularly indebted for its gratitude, but, most of all, those who 
enjoy the privileges of a citizenship and a participation in the 
wonderful progress of a continent which, without their united 
exertions, might still have remained a terra incognita. 

Of these, Martin Behaim was a brilliant example; on him the 
title "merchant prince," often since applied, was justly bestowed; 
for, beyond the money circles in which he had won it, it is recog- 
nized and honored, and in " leaving the multiplication-table and 
advancing to division " he erected a monument more endurihg 
than the one he had placed on the coast of Africa — destined 
to stand after his commercial ventures were forgotten, and the 
attendant fruits of his industry — in so exemplary a manner. 
During his lifetime he merited to have been rewarded in a man- 
ner in accordance with his studies as a geographer, by having 
his name continued on the map in connection with the strait of 
which we have heard the discovery so justly attributed to him. 
May we not hope that his mantle may yet fall upon, and his spirit 
be transmigrated into, some of our own numerous list of merchant- 
princes, and that in this Society they may find a medium of 
emulating the example of one, a former president (Mr. Grinnell), 
in extending its means and usefulness ? In so doing they would 
materially aid the exertions of the limited number of gentlemen 
who yearly make up the difference between the Society's limited 
income from membership, and its outlays, which, including addi- 
tions to its collection, are always largely in excess of its receipts. 
In this they .would emulate the claims of Martin Behaim on pos- 
terity as a merchant-prince, the fruits of whose labor extended 
beyond the space of life. 

Mr. Myers then moved that the thanks of the Society 
be presented to the Rev. Mytton Maury for his grace- 
ful, scholarly, and instructive paper, the reading of 
which had been listened to with such marked attention 
by the members of the Society, and that he be requested 
to furnish a copy for publication in our Journal. 
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Mr. Eobert Dodge seconded the motion with some 
interesting remarks, describing his own inspection of the 
globe at Nuremberg, and suggesting a hope that a copy 
might soon be added to the collection. He also moved 
that the paper be printed. 

The resolutions were adopted, and the meeting then 
adjourned. 

Regular monthly meeting of the American Geographi- 
cal Society, held at the hall of the New York Historical 
Society, corner Second avenue and Eleventh street. New 
York, April 16th, 1872. Chief-Justice Chaeles P. Daly, 
the president, in the chair. 

The minutes of the last meeting, March 19th, 1872, were 
read and approved. 

Mr. Stout, on behalf of the Council, reported the 
names of the following candidates as having been 
approved for election as 

Resident J/bm&ers— Eugene E. Conklin, Horace A. 
Foote, S. W. Bridgham and Prof. Frederick Stengel. 

No ballot being called for, on motion these gentlemen 
were declared duly elected members of the Society. 

Mr. Paul B. Du Chaillu proposed as an 

Honorary Member — His Majesty Charles XY, Louis 
Eugene, King of Sweden and Norway ; 

And by the same as a 

Corresponding Member — Prof. A. E. Nordenskjsld, of 
Stockholm. 

On motion it was 

Resolved, That His Majesty the King of Sweden and Prof. 
Nordenskjold be declared duly elected members of the Society, 
without reference to the Council. 

Which was unanimously adopted. 

The recording secretary read, in the absence of Mr. 
Clews, the treasurer's report, exhibiting a cash balance 
in the treasury of $853.57. 

Mr. Hall, the librarian, read his monthly report, show 



TSANSAOTIONS OF THE SOCIETY FOR 1872. 41 

ing that during the past month eighty additions had been 
made to the library, both by purchase and donation. 

On motion both these reports were accepted and ordered 
to be placed on file. 

The president then introduced to the Society the dis- 
tinguished African traveller, Paul B. Du Chaillu, Esq., 
who had visited, during the last summer, Sweden, Nor- 
way, and the highest latitudes of Northern Europe, and 
would now give a brief account of his observations and 
experiences. 

Shortly after Mr. Du ChaUlu began to address the 
audience, the Japanese Ambassadors, now on a visit to 
this country, entered by invitation, and were introduced 
to the Society by the president. 

Associate Justice E. S. Hiraka, of Yeddo, Japan, one 
of the Ambassadors, then expressed in appropriate Eng- 
lish the thanks of himself and colleagues for the honor 
of appearing before this Society. 

After the conclusion of his address, Mr. Du Chaillu 
presented to the Society, for its collection, a sleigh and 
a set of furs which he. had brought from Norway. 

On motion of the Hon. James W. Beekman, and 
seconded by Mr. Kirkland, the thanks of the Society 
were presented to Mr. Du Chaillu for his very inter- 
esting address and for his valuable donation of curi- 
osities. 

On motion the meeting then adjourned. 

Regular monthly meeting of the American Geographi- 
cal Society, held at the hall of the New York Historical 
Society, New York, May 21st, 1872. Chief-Justice 
Chaeles p. Daly, in the chair. 

The minutes of the last meeting, April 16th, 1872, were 
read and approved. 

Mr. Stout, on behalf of the Council, reported the names 
of the following candidates as having been approved for 
election as 
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Resident Members — Peter Mari^, B. L. Groulding, E. V. 
Clark, Gen. S. W. Crawford, U. S. A., Eev. Mytton 
Maury, B. Steiger ; 

And by Chief-Justice Charles P. Daly, as 

Gar responding Members — Charles Maunoir, General 
Secretary Geographical Society, Paris; Dr. A. Bastian, 
President of the Geographical Society, Berlin ; 

By E. R. Straznicky, recording secretary, as 

Corresponding Merribers — M. A. Becker, General Sec- 
retary of the Geographical Society of Vienna ; Dr. E. 
Behtn, of Justus Perthe' s Geographical Institute in Gotlia, 
and assistant editor of Petermann' s Mittheilungen. 

No ballot being called for, on motion these gentlemen 
were declared duly elected members of the Society. 

Mr. Remsen, onbehalf of Mr. Clews, read the treasurer's 
report, exhibiting a cash balance in the treasury of 
$1,301.85. 

Mr. Elial P. Hall, the librarian, read his monthly report, 
showing that eighty-nine items had been added to the 
library of the Society by donation. 

On motion both these reports were accepted and 
ordered to be placed on file. 

The president then announced, with appropriate 
remarks, the death of our late associate, John D. Wolfe. 

On motion of Mr. Stout, seconded by Mr. Remsen, it 
was unanimously 

Resolved, That a special committee of three be appointed 
by the president to draft suitable resolutions on the death of 
Mr. Wolfe, and to report the same to the nekt Council meeting. 

The president accordingly appointed Messrs. Stout, 
Remsen, and Drowne as such committee. 

The president called the attention of the Society to a 
donation of rare Mexican books by Mr. W. H. Hurlbert, 
accompanied by the following letter to the recording sec- 
retary : 
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Manhattan Club, 96 Fifth Ate., ) 
May 20th, 1872. J 

Mt Dbak Sir, — Will you kindly allow me — as I find it will be 
impossible for me to attend the meeting of the Society to-morrow — 
to present, thj-ough you, the accompanying contributions to its 
collections of works relating to America ? I procured them in 
Mexico, where, through the kind and invaluable assistance of 
Mr. Joaquin Icezbalceta, the first of Mexican bibliographers, 
and of the Secretary of the American Legation, Mr. Bliss, who 
is making an assiduous study of Mexican pliilology and archaeol- 
ogy, I succeeded in picking up quite a number of works upon 
these subjects. The other Aztec works are of more value philol- 
ogically, I suspect, than theologically. Mr. Melgar's curious 
treatise on the Symbolism of the Mexican, as compared with that 
of the Oriental nations, was handed to me by the author him- 
self, who is, at least, as devout a believer in his own theories as 
the Abbe in his. 

I think the Society will do me the favor to accept these trifles, 
and I beg you to believe me. 
My dear sir. 

Very faithfully yours, 

WM. HENRY HURLBERT. 

On motion it was 

Resolved, That the thanks of the Society be presented to Mr. 
Hurlbert for his valuable donation. 

The president then informed the Society of the presence 
of Admiral Inglefield, of the Royal Navy, the distin- 
guished Arctic traveller and author. 

The president now introduced to the Society Professor 
Hartt, of Cornell University, who delivered a discourse 
on his explorations in the Lower Amazon, accompanied 
by stereoscopic views. 

On motion of Hon. Judge Davies, seconded by Mr. 
Stout, the thanks of the Society were presented to Prof. 
Hartt for his very interesting and instructive discourse, 
and a copy of it requested for publication in the Journal. 

On motion th^ meeting then adjourned. 
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Regular monthly meeting of the American Geographi- 
cal Society, held at the hall of the ISTew York Historical 
Society, corner of Second avenue and Eleventh street. 
New York, November 12th, 1872. Chief- Justice Charles 
P. Daly, the president, in the chair. 

The minutes of the last meeting. May 21st, 1872, were 
read and approved. 

Judge Wm. E. Curtis, on behalf of the Council, reported 
the names of the following candidates as having been 
recommended for election as 

Resident Members — Jonathan Edwards, Robert M. 
Grinnell, Gen. James H. Simpson, U. S. A. ; 

And by Francis A. Stout, Esq., as 

Corresponding Members — Monsieur Yivien de St. Mar- 
tin, Vice-President Geographical Society, Paris ; 

By Prof. Hartt, of Cornell University, 

W. Chandless, Gold Medallist of the Royal Geographi- 
cal Society, London. 

No ballot being called for, on motion these gentlemen 
were respectively declared duly elected resident and cor- 
responding members. 

In the absence of the treasurer, Mr. Henry Clews,' the 
recording secretary presented his monthly report, exhibit- 
ing a cash balance in the treasury of $482. 68. 

Mr. Elial P. Hall, the librarian, presented his monthly 
report, showing that since the last report had been 
rendered (on the 2]st May, 1872), in all, six hundred and 
fifty-one additions were made to {he library, both by 
purchase and donation. 

On motion both these reports were accepted and 
ordered to be placed on file. 

Mr. Remsen, on behalf of the Council, presented the fol- 
lowing report of the special committee appointed on the 
21st of May, 1872, relative to the death of Mr. John D. 
Wolfe, as one of our associates. 

The Council respectfully presents the following report : 

On the 1st of June, 1872, a meeting of the Council was 
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lield at the Society's rooms in the Cooper Institute, at 
eight o'clock p. m., Chief- Justice Charles P. Daly, pro 
tem., presiding, when Mr. F. A. Stout, as chairman of the 
special committee appointed on the 21st of May, 1872, 
with regard to the death of our late associate, John David 
Wolfe, presented the following preamble and resolutions 
for adoption : 

Whereas, In the death of John David Wolfe, one of our 
earliest members, not only this Society, but the whole community, 
has sustained a great and irreparable bereavement ; therefore. 

Resolved, That, in the death of Mr. Wolfe, we lament a gener- 
ous benefactor and a kindly and liberal man, seeking unceasingly 
for opportunities to carry out and complete, by deeds, the great 
charity of his heart. 

Hesolved, That we cherish with loving recollection the memory 
of his bright example, of his pure pati'iotism, of his tender soli- 
citude for the wants and sufferings of others, and of that gentle 
and considerate disposition that, dui'ing a long life, accompanied 
the strictest integrity, the highest honor, and the most exalted 
piety. 

Hesolved, That the recording secretary be directed to trans- 
mit to the family of the deceased a copy of these resolutions, 
with the antecedent proceedings. 

On motion the preamble and resolutions were unani- 
mously adopted, and on the 3d of June a copy of them 
was transmitted, by the recording secretary, to the family 
of the deceased. 

Respectfully submitted. 

CHARLES P. DALY, 

OhairT/ian of Council pro tern. 

On motion of Mr. Hall, seconded by Mr. Stout, the 
report was accepted and ordered to be placed on file. 

The president then called the attention of the Society 
to the following very valuable donations which had been 
made to the library and map-room by the following per- 
sons: 
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a. Baron Osten-Sacken, late Imperial Russian Consul- 
General — A collection of the Russian Imperial cadaster, 
or survey -maps, of the Russian Empire. 

b. Admiral Inglefield, of the British Navy — The whole 
collection of maps and charts of the British coast, num- 
bering over one hundred and fifty. 

c. Major Constable — A collection of Chinese and Jap- 
anese maps. 

On motion of Judge Wm. E. Curtis, seconded by Mr. 
Stout, it was 

Resolved, That the thanks of the Society be presented, 
through the recording secretary, to the various donors for their 
valuable donations. 

The president then introduced to the Society Prof. T. 
Sterry Hunt, of Boston, who read a paper on the Paleo- 
Geography of North America. 

After the conclusion of the reading of this paper, and 
on motion of Judge Wm. E. Curtis, seconded by Mr. 
Remsen, the thanks of the Society were presented to 
Prof. Hunt for this very interesting and instructive 
paper, and a copy of it was requested for publication in 
the Journal. 

On motion the meeting then adjourned. 

Regular monthly meeting of the American Geographi- 
cal Society, held at the hall of the New York Historical 
Society, New York, December 17th, 1872. Chief- Justice 
Charles P. Daly, the president, in the chair. 

The minutes of the last meeting, November 12th, 1872, 
were read and approved. 

Col. Oonkling, chairman of the Council, reported that 
the names of the following candidates had been approved 
for election as 

Resident Members — Frederick Macmillan, Temple 
Prime, Samuel S. Cox, Levi Holbrook, Dexter A. Haw- 
kins, Morris S. Miller, Dunham Jones Crain ; and as a 
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Life Member — William Libbey ; 

By Francis A. Stout, as a 

Corresponding Member — Prof. Charles H. Hitchcock, 
Ph. D., Hanover, N. H. 

No ballot being called for, on motion these gentlemen 
were declared duly elected resident and corresponding 
members. 

In the absence of the treasurer, Mr. Geo. Cabot Ward 
presented his monthly report, exhibiting a cash balance 
in the hands of the treasurer of $245.92. 

Mr. Elial F. Hall, the librarian, presented his monthly 
report, showing that in all twenty-five items had been 
added by donation to the library and map-room. 

On motion both these reports were accepted aiid ordered 
to be placed on file. 

Mr. Francis A. Stout proposed the following amend- 
ments to the by-laws of the Society, to wit : 

Resolved, That chapter V of the by-laws be amended by sub- 
stituting " nine " for " eight," and by striking out the words " a 
libraiian;" that the words "for the past year" be inserted after 
the word "dues" on the second line of section 2 of chapter 
VI; that the word "he" be substituted for the words "the 
librarian " in chapter XIII; and that the whole of said chapter, 
as so amended, be added to the end and as the final part of 
section 6 of chapter XII; and as to chapter XIII, that the 
same be abrogated, and that all the succeeding chapters be 
renumbered so as to follow successively from chapter XII. 

On motion the proposed amendments were laid on the 
table, and by the existing by-laws will have to be taken 
up for final adoption at the next monthly meeting. 

On motion of Dr. J. W. Richards the following special 
committee was appointed by the president to nominate 
suitable ofiicers for the next annual election in January, 
namely: Messrs. Richards, S. D. Tillman, and Horatio 
M. Allen. 

The president then introduced to the Society Dr. J. T. 
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Rothrock, of Wilkesbarre, Pa., who read a paper on 
" Our IS'orth-west : its Resources and its Inhabitants." 

After the conclusion of the paper,, and on motion of 
the Hon. Hiram Barney, seconded by Mr. Stout, the 
thanks of the Society were presented to Dr. Rothrock for 
his very interesting and instructive paper, and a copy of 
it was requested for publication in the Journal. 

On motion the meeting then adjourned. 



Annual meeting of the American Geographical Society, 
Cooper Institute, New York, January 28th, 1873. In the 
absence of Chief-Justice Daly, the president, Col. Conk- 
ling, one of the vice-presidents, occupied the chair. 

The minutes of the last meeting, December 17th, 1872, 
were read and approved. 

Col. Conkling, as chairman, presented the annual report 
of the Council, which on motion was accepted and ordered 
to be placed on iile. 

Mr. Henry Clews, the treasurer, read his annual report, 
exhibiting a cash balance in the treasury of $58.05, and 
stating that the Society is now entirely out of debt. 

On motion the treasurer's report was accepted and 
ordered to be placed on file. 

Mr. Elial F. Hall, the librarian, read his annual report, 
showing that during the past year one thousand three 
hundred and fifty-six items had been added to the 
Society's library and map -room. 

On motion the librarian's report was accepted and 
ordered to be placed on file. 

Col. Conkling, as chairman of the Council, then reported 
the names of the following candidates as having been 
approved for election as a 

Resident Member — John J. Casey; 

And by Mr. Francis A. Stout, as a 

Corresponding Member — General Thomas B. Van 
Buren, U. S. Commissioner-General to the Vienna Expo- 
sition. 
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And by Mr. Robert Dodge, as a 

Corresponding Member — Dr. J. T. Rothrock, Wilkes- 
barre, Pa. 

No ballot being called for, on motion these gentlemen 
were declared duly elected resident and corresponding 
members. 

The recording secretary then read the amendments to 
the by-laws of the Society as proposed at the last monthly 
meeting, on December 17th, 1872. 

On motion these amendments were accepted, and the 
by-laws so amended declared to be in force. 

Dr. Richards, as chairman of the Nominating Commit- 
tee, then reported that the names of the following gen- 
tlemen are recommended for election, as officers of the 
Society, for the ensuing year : 

President — Chaeles P. Daly, LL. D. 

Yice- Presidents — F. A. Conkling, Francis A. Stottt, T. 
Bailey Myees. 

Foreign Corresponding Secretary — Jas. Muhlenbeeg Bailey. 

Domestic Corresponding Secretary — W. H. H. Mo ore. 

Recording Secretary — E. R. Steaznicky, M. D., Ph. D. 

Treasurer — Hbney Clews. 

Council^ Wm. Remsbn, W. T. Blodgett, W. E. Cuktis, 
Thbo. W. Dwight, LL. D.; Geo. W. Cullum, U. S. A.; Geo. 
Cabot Waed, Elial F. Hall, Thbodoee Roosevelt, Wm. 
Jones Hoppin. 

The president then appointed Messrs. John W. Ham- 
ersly and Clinton Gilbert as tellers, who reported that the 
names of the gentlemen as recommended on the ticket 
were unanimously elected. 

On motion they were then declared duly elected officers 
of the Society for the year 1873. 

The president then introduced to the Society Dr. Augus- 
tus Le Plongeon, who read a paper on "The Coincidences 

4 
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between the Monuments of Ancient America and those 
of Assyria and Egypt." 

After the conclusion of the paper, and on motion of 
Dr. Richards, the thanks of the Society were presented 
to Dr. Le Plongeon, and a copy was requested for the 
archives of the Society. 
On motion the meeting then adjourned. 

E. R. STRAZNIOKY, 

Recording Secretary. 
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ANNUAL REPORT OF THE COUNCIL FOR 1872. 



Rooms of the Ambkican Gbo«eaphical ] 

Society, Cooper Institute, \ 

New Yokk, Jan. 28th, 1873. J 

Since the date of the last annual report eight stated meetings 
of the Council and seven meetings of the Society have been held, 
and one public reception has been given in the large hall of the 
Cooper Union. 

At the last annual meeting, which was held on the 30th of 
January, 1872, the present board of officers was elected. Pro- 
fessor D. C. Gilman, then of the Sheffield Scientific School of 
Yale College, now the president of the University of California, 
delivered the annual address, selecting as his subject " American 
Contributions to Geographical Science during the Last Year." 

On February 20th ensuing, Prof/ Wm. Newcomb, of Cornell 
University, read a paper on " Hispaniola: its Past, Present, and 
Future." 

On March 1 9th, Rev. Mytton Maury, of Fordham, read a paper 
on " Martin Behaim's Globe, and its Influence upon Geographi- 
cal Science." 

On April 16th, Monsieur Paul B. Du Chaillu gave an account 
of his " Observations and Experiences during the Last Summer in 
Sweden, Norway, and the Highest Latitudes of Northern Europe." 

On May 21st, Prof. Hartt, of Cornell University, delivered a 
discourse, illustrated by stereoscopic views, on his "Explora- 
tions in the Lower Amazon." 

On November 12th, Prof. T. Sterry Hunt, LL. D., F. R. S., of 
Boston, read a paper on "The Paleo-Geography of North 
America." 

On November 26th, a reception was given by the Society to 
Mr, Henry M. Stanley, the discoverer of Livingstone. 
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On December J 7th, Dr. J. T. Rothrock, of Wilkesbarre, Pa., 
read a paper on " Our North- West: its Resources and its Inhabi- 
tants." 

The roll of resident members has continued to increase, as 
will be seen from the following statement : 

Number of resident members on January 30, 1872 554 

Number since added 56 

Total 610 

Deduct for deaths and resignations 20 

Number remaining January 28, 1873 590 



Among the names of those who will be painfully missed from 
the rolls of the Society, especial mention is due to two of its 
most steadfast friends and generous benefactors. Prof. Samuel P. 
B. Morse and John David Wolfe, Esq. The former, whose name 
is so intimately connected with the earliest geography of the 
United States, has left to the Society a legacy of one thousand 
dollars for the endowment of a medal to be awarded for distin- 
guished services in the field of geographical science and explora- 
tions. 

The annual report of the treasurer, Henry Clews, Esq., exhibits 
a satisfactory condition of the finances of the Society. In addi- 
tion to the regular income, a special, private subsci-iption has 
been set on foot, which promises to yield a further sum of twelve 
hundred dollars per annum for the next two years. 

Frotn the annual report of the librarian, Elial F. Hall, Esq., it 
will be seen that considerable and valuable additions have been 
made both to the library and to the department of maps and 
charts, amounting in the aggregate to one thousand three hun- 
dred and fifty-six items. 

The donation of the Royal Hydrographic Ofiice in London, 
embracing the whole collection of maps and charts of the Brit- 
ish coast, and numbering one hundred and sixty sheets, deserves 
particular mention. This valuable addition to our collection was 
made through the instrumentality of Admiral Inglefield, of the 
Royal Navy. 

At the request of the proper authorities the Society has under- 
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taken the formation of a geographical and statistical collection 
for the Vienna Exposition. This work has been confided to 
Messrs. F. A. Stout and James M. Bailey, and promises to add 
largely to the reputation of the Society. An interesting feature 
of this group will be the exhibition of several hundred photo- 
graphs, illustrative of the natural scenery of the United States, 
and particularly of the gold and silver bearing regions of the 
great West. 

The grateful duty devolves upon the Council to record anew 
its sense of the liberality of Peter Cooper, Esq., and the trus- 
tees of the Cooper Union, in providing the Society with the 
spacious fire-proof apartments which it has so long occupied 
free of cost. 

Respectfully submitted. 

F. A. CONKLING, 

Chairman of tim Council. 



ANNUAL REPORT OF THE TREASURER FOR 1872. 

Ambbican Geographical Society's Rooms, | 
CooPEB Institute, New Yoek, Jan. 1%th, 1873. \ 

The treasurer respectfully submits the following annual report, 
for the period from January 30th, 1872, to January 28th, 1873, 
of the receipts and disbursepients of the Society : 

Receipts. 

Balance from last year 1130 89 

Returned bill of last year 16 96 

Thirteen life memberships, at $50 650 00 

Initiation fees from forty-five resident members, at |10, 450 00 

Annual dues for 1870 $16 00 

Annual dues for 1871 75 00 

Annual dues for 1872 1 ,372 50 

1,462 50 

Special subscriptions 1 j550 00 

Which, with the balance at the end of last year, makes 

a total of t4,260 35 
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DisbursenwrUs, 
Salaries for 1871-'72 $2,068 60 

Purchase of books, maps, etc 255 66 

Furniture 305 49 

Stationery 86 55 

Printing 216 82 

Sundry expenses for meetings, advertising, reporting, 

postage, etc 647 29 

Travelling expenses to lecturers 70 00 

Gas bills 52 09 

Loan cancelled 500 00 

$4,202 30 

Leaving a cash balance on hand of $58 05 

If to this sum is added : 

a. The uncollected dues of 500 resident members at $5, 2,500 00 

h. The guaranteed subscription for 1873 1 ,200 00 

The available resources for the coming year will 

then be $3 , 758 05 

There are outstanding about $1,000 of back dues for 1871 and 
1872, of which a considerable amount, perhaps one-half, may be 
collected in the coming year. Besides this amount there are the 
initiation fees of prospective new members, which also amount 
on an average to about $600 per annum. 
Respectfully submitted. 

HENRY CLEWS, 

Th-easurer. 

New Yobk, Jan. 25th, 1873. 
The undersigned, a committee appointed to audit the treas- 
urer's account, have this day compared the above account with 
the books of the treasurer, and have verified the payments by 
comparison with the vouchers, and find the same to be correct, and 
the balance on hand to be therein fifty-eight dollars and five cents. 

WILLIAM REMSEN, 
GEORGE CABOT WARD, 

Committee. 
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ANNUAL REPORT OF THE LIBRARIAN FOR 1872. 

Rooms of the American Geographical 'J 

Society, Cooper Institute, V 

New York, Jan. 28th, 1873. J 

In accordance with the existing by-laws, the librarian respect- 
fully presents the following report for the period commencing 
with the 30th January, 1872, and ending on the 31st December, 
1872. The book of donations shows that during that period five 
hundred and eighty-one entries have been made, and that they 
are of the following description : 

Volumes — Folios 7 

" Quartos '. 17 

" Octavos 220 

" Duodecimos 9 

Pamphlets — Quartos 114 

" Octavos 708 

Maps and sheets 167 

Total by donation. 1 ,242 

The book in which the purchases are recorded shows 
that thirty-four entries have been made, and these com- 
prise the following : 

Volumes — Folios 38 

" Quartos 

" Octavos 50 

" Duodecimos 

Pamphlets — Quartos 3 

" Octavos 16 

Maps and sheets 7 

Total by purchase 114 

Grand total by purchase and donations 1 , 356 

Among the donors, the Royal Hydrographical Office of the 
Admiralty, in London, deserves special mention. Through the 
kind offices of Admiral Inglefield, of the Royal British Navy, 
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the whole collection of the charts of the British coast, number 
ing one hundred and sixty sheets, was presented to the Society. 
The names of all the other donors, institutions, and societies 
that have contributed to the library and map-room of the Society 
will appear in the printed list attached to the librarian's annual 
i-eport. 

Respectfully submitted. 

ELIAL F. HALL, 

Idbrarian. 

REPORT OF THE SPECIAL COMMITTEE TO NOMI- 
NATE OFFICERS FOR THE YEAR 18Y3. 

Amkeicakt Geogeaphicai, Society, | 
New Yoek, Jan. 2'2d!', 1873. j 

The underaigned, a special committee appointed at the last 
monthly meeting of this Society, on the 17th of December, 1872, 
for the pui-pose of pi'eparing nominations for the election of 
officers on the 28th of January, 1873, respectfully report that 
they would recommend the names of the following gentlemen to 
be elected as officers of the Society for the year 1873 : 

President — Charles P. Daly, LL. D. 

Yice-Presidents — F. A. Conkling, Peancis A. Stout, T. 
Bailey Mtbes. 

Foreign Corresponding Secretary — Jas. Muhlenberg Bailey. 

Domestic Corresponding Secretary — W. H. H. Mooee. 

Recording Secretary — E. R. Steaznicky, M. D., Ph. D. 

Treasurer — Heney Clews. 

Council — Wm. Remsbn, W. T. Blodgbtt, W. E. Cuetis, 
Theo. W. Dwight, LL. D.; Geo. W. Cullum, U. S. A.; Geo. 
Cabot Wabd, Elial F. Hall, Theodoee Rooseyelt, Wm. 
Jones Hoppm. 

Respectfully submitted. 

J. W. RICHARDS, Chairman. 
SAMUEL D. TILLMAN. 
HORATIO M. ALLEN. 



